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Signs and Symbols

by: Vladimir Nabokov -




e incolenbnlle amoun? of Lenderness conlained
For the fourth time in as many years they were confront-
cnethwithtHe problém/ofavhat birthday present torbrirg
a young man who was incurably deranged in his mind.
& ei7He hadméedesiresrMarnade abiecfs werd toHim
either _hives of evil, vibrant with a malignant activity that
madhecalonéeould-gerdeive, orgross aghifortforawhich
no use could be found in his abstract world. After
Zv elinfinatiniga numBerdf aridles thaf ighFoffend-him
or frighten him (anything in the gadget line for instance
dhcheasyphiniptonts Hoteraldsbinty drckingesiettl
trifle: a basket with ten different fruit jellies in ten little
inZ5 jars{Avthelime of-His Birf they had begrimatried
already for a long time; a score of years had elapsed,
neendmotwthey werdquiterold’ Hérdecfrigiaf Kaipwas
done anyhow. She wore cheap black dresses. Unlike
2z diherowomen ofther agé4suchias/Ms. Soltheirnext-
door neighbor, whose face was all pink and mauve
;;A,%/Mﬁapﬁj hotevdt Was erelobh ’“mm L cicd,
flowers), she presented a naked white countenance to
G/Ké??uo@dﬁwdm golight:oF spring{days:oklef; m,élﬁnq(r«fﬁhg(
in the old country had been a fairly successful business-
Zmiabwas mow, wholls/dependéat onhisibrother Isades,
a real American of almost forty years standing. They
oseldomsgawrhifhiarid had-ficknafted himthéFrince.”
That Friday everything went wrong. The underground
artrain’logt s lifercurrentbetweeniwo: stétons, &hd dbr
a quarter of an hour one could hear nothing but the
thedufifobpédting ot daetwhaar/and the rusifing of mews’,
papers. The bus they had to take next kept them wait-
or Wﬁﬁagefmdfw&eﬂﬁ didcomeitawas crammed
with garrulous high-school children.




It was as they walked up the brown path

lecding torthe sanitariom: Thete they waited-agair;:and
instead of their boy shuffling into the room as he usually
did-{his poorface blotched with acre; ilkshaven! sullen,
and a nurse they knew, and did not care for,
appeared’atlastand brightly-explained that-he had again
attempted to take his life. He was all right, she said, but
avisit The place-was/se’misérably
understaffed, and things got mislaid or so easily,
thatthey ‘decided’notforleave their presentif-the office
but to bring it to him next time they came. She waited
for hér-husband o openhis umbrella-and:the tookehis
arm. He kept clearing his throat in a special resonant way
he‘had-when he Théy reachéd the'bussstop
shelter on the other side of the street and he closed his
Umbrella’“A-few feet away; underacswaying and ‘drip-
ping tree, a tiny unfledged bird was helplessly
twitchingcin e puddle. Doringthe fong ridetothe“subway
station, she and her husband did not exchange a word;
and-everyjtime she-glanced at-his {swollen
veins, brown-spotted skin), clasped and twitching upon the
handle of ks umbrella; she feltthe/mounting-pressuré-of
tears. As she looked around trying to hook her mind onto
something, it gave her.akind of soft-shocky a’mixture-dt
compassion and wonder, to notice that one of the passen-
gérs/«agirlwith dark*hairand/grubby red-foendails;

on the shoulder of an older woman. Whom did
thatwoman-rgsémble?’She’resémbled Rebecea Borisovna,
whose daughter had married one of the Soloveichik - in
Minskylyears age:The lasttime/ hehad triéd to-dorityhis
method had been, in the doctor’s words, a masterpiece
of > he'would have sdeceeded,ohddneran

patient thought he was learning to fly - and

stopped him/

that everything

around him 1s a
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" What he really wanted to do was to fear a hole in his
o Wibrldvant/esgape: The systeiofthis-delusionshad/

been the subject of an elaborate paper in a scienﬁﬁc"

s ayiatbly,louriorg beforetidt she and-her husbands

ner hu:
had puzzled it out for themselves. “Referential mania,”

Hermén-Brink/had-called/t//n these ety 34h
patient imagines that everything happening around him
civdveiled referéncestolhis personglify afid7existence.
He excludes real people from the conspiracy - because
oech sier¢: himself/iorbersefmuth more-intelligent
than other men. Phenomenal nature' shadows him
rl._pl L’»‘awesm‘/J‘.Me"'a'l,_»&-
to one another, by means of slow signs, incredibly
defatled-information:fegarding-hii: Hisifthosf thoughts of
are discussed at nightfall, in manual alphabet, by
Mu{_ BTl ‘/.'gArebsa%“' biait Vo7 A
flecks form pattern representing in some awful way
4 fiso i el
ov Zimess vichhe muétintercépt «Everithing/is o
cipher and of everything he is the theme. Some of the
pies-aré détaichéd ok uch'are. gléss sorfaées/
and still pools; others, such as coats in store wi_ndows,

the fre priidicsdwitnesses, byrcliévs at-hebet; otherszcl,
again (running water, storms) are hysterical to the
point sk isanityhavk o disforted opinic £ 1 Gindad-
grotesquely misinterpret his actions. He must be always
ik guard d’TI/ leverysminut&and modulé.of
~_life to the decoding of the undulation of things. The
'we%inﬁ%(%aﬁso% thdeed.dod-iled avayIfonlytsicr
the inferest he provokes were limited to his immediate
crsurfovhdingssbitblas itis: ithl distaince dhb oo
rents of wild scandal increase in volume and volubility.
million time_s.fl!it over vast plains; and still farther; great
@WD%W@}MW,SWIM
terms.of granite and groaning firs the ultimate fruth of
his being.




oo rdacortoabodls of Torch )

When they emerged from the thunder,and foul air of
Wi Editoiny i o s eyl b,
the street lights. She wanted to buy some fish for supper,
$6-shg’handed Hint ihe basket6f fell inghir
go home. He walked up to the third landing and then
In silence he sat. down on thessteps and in silénce rose
Gl bR o inl B P BN sl ooy
upstairs, wanly smiling, shaking her head in deprecation
o hetSilliness “They enferéd theirhworoom m«uoﬁhed
once went to the-mirror. Straining the corners of his mouth /
apart by-theans of-his-horbs/With-or horrible/askike-
grimace,-he'remoyed his new hopelessly uncomfortable”
dentalpldte:and severéd grfosks ghsaliyaréonnect-
ing him to it./He read his Russianlanguage newspaper
Whilé-shedaidhe-table.-Siifl-reading/ié ate thespate o2
Victugls that needed no teeth. She knew his moods and
iehtWhen-hé-had gone to-bed:/shé remained
in the,living-room with her pack of soiled-cards. and her
oA afrow flrcnoblte et e
in‘the dark-against some battered ashcans; windows were
Blandisaighiasnd infionb ob i bluckArolusegedm@,
with his bare elbows raised could be seen:lying supineon -
auiichy e SHe: pilied:té-blind’down:arid-ekdfrined the
photographs. As @ baby he looked more sarprised than
mwdmﬁs/. Fromma-fold in-tliealbdm;a ﬁerm@%ﬁ
theyhad'had-in’Leipzig-and her fatfaced fiance fell out. <7
Wi nt-badly out of focus. Four years old; in‘a park:
. moodilyzshyly, with ,VI kered ferehead;flovking away, from
' an eager squitrel-as he would from ‘any other ‘sfranger.
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te ycolerdoll tiofod ey
Aunt Rosa, a fussy, angular, wild-eyed old lady, who had
il it G pel o el
trgin accidents, cancerous growths-until the, Germans
w w m‘er‘m“déw‘f WM‘IH’M %%Mevbﬁd

, worried about’Age six - that, was whenhe drew wonder-

. hohlbirds With humdicHaAds and-feef; ahd suffered-from

'ywoml)ju like a grown-up man. His cousin, now a famous

)/ i oghes$ playérHe dglaing aged byt g@}b&@mudy
difficuliyto understand, afraid of;the wallpaper-in;the pas-
VH6ge afraid b dreerditspictird i a bsok which merdly
showed an idyllic landscape with rocks on ajhillside and

1 Siiihe Jeafléss
tree. Aged ten: the year theydeft Europe,.The shame,

P ity ReHhumiliGhing difficolies, ihe g iUs)) et

/  backward-children heawas with i t special-sehool,
\ “hadthedcamera fithe n his it co Wm&@%ﬁm@?‘

conyghl'escence after néumonig, w{gﬂ‘zhose |i’h‘|e phobias A
”M&mem%eb Iy regarded/css the
_eccentricities of a predigicusly gifted child hardened as
‘s 'l $ &
wm@ﬂfmm@@%w A calyneradie il
- A sions, making him fof Ity inaccessible to normal minds.

-did/mean.occepting the loss o‘ﬁ joy after-dnother,,no
..' mmyaﬁn herzamf/«mw@' |hhes¢o(’/—wn;ﬁ6~sm@né#4/
She thiugbt«of»@e{endless wﬁ‘of painthat for. some-..
culrblasonorother/she afid herhusbénd-hddio Shdure;
B X h ~ . i
of the invisible gidntshuttingihef boy inssomezupimagi-
pelblé fdshion/-eF 1 M@m&@mu ndeméés
confained ifi-the>walld: of the fate?of this tenderness,
combiehts eithpr Gaithec, G ahac-c, afalanmecipo
fucidhéss: of neglécied childravhumditigiorthemselves. 21

ey wnémé%efm%uﬁfww

| from thecfarmer afid kielpléssly have o watch e sHadow! <
oFhisusirfianostodp, Jedveyhdingledflowersin itsivake ‘as
4 thisimon$irdUs‘dafknest approtiches!
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the ingobonkolle armonnt ﬂ/ londerness condarined
It was past midnight when from the living room ‘she

»heéi@hew%/sb%df /’? uﬁ&fpre@b{»hew ssich

in, wearing over his nightgown the old overcoat with

astrakhan-colldr-which heriach prefarred/to thethice?

blue bathrobe he had. “I ," he cried. “Why,”
sshelasked/l vl lle o YOG yee tifed 4
because | am ," he said and
comhe-eotch: “Igit yoof: ofiths /Q&wﬁ%%‘tc
call Dr. Solove “ p )" he P
Aot /il iz cithicd Wentust.gethim s, o
quick. Otherwise . Responsible!”
therrepeated and hurled himselFinto asitting Bosition; 7
both feet on the floor, with his

of sty e sl st g b o]
bring him home tomorrow morning.” “I would like some
Yo, Zsaid-herhusbdnd/and refited: to:the/bathroomea7z4,

Bending with difficulty, she refrieved some playing
ccaidsrand aphotogiaphroftwo tfiér had-shipgedrom
the couch to the floor: knave of hearts, nine of spades,
in high spirits, saying in a loud voice: “I have it

%77 rl,//ﬁfrw, N will gi K {‘Ll b At Gasheals o

us will spend part of the night and the other
“parfon MWMMWVW@W%me thel deiclpn
see him at least twice a week. It does not matter what
A& Prince-sagstHemwdn'thave tosay much-arywayse/:
because it will come out

n/{ e /afZ o/ st ez, 1;'//1404 “Seidher
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s rontebls FaorvbrveSoonizinet

Thegtelephoge fang. It was an unusugl hous for their
iR/ 4 SO s o AT e

groped for' it with his heel and foe as he stood in the
iiddle-ofthe oo, andichiialsily, Gotifsdlyiatpedat

his wife. Hcvmg more English thcn he did, it was she

g|r| s duH |m\e voice. thﬂ ny ber you wc:nte No Thct
Her hand went to her old tired hecrt He smiled.a qucl_(
Wrnile andkirmediately 4 dmEechadim 7.4 WA

J

They would fetch-him as soon as it was.day. Knives
rwould-Kavertobe keptintclAbeked drawdrof ven dthis
worst hé presented sio danger fo'othe <o| le. The tele

nephogefemgd see(ﬁﬁ#«wm&fheﬁéﬁe %%mﬂous Y
yqung voice asked-for Charlie. “Youhave the incorect
Londetemiserehwill-tell yafm@r»yu@ée doingrich are
turnlng ihej‘fﬂer,p instead of the zero. They saty down
A present stood on the-table. He 5|pped noisily; hisl face.
o Glidehedbvenionenib e evikderndele dheclay
-motion.oe his, raised glass so-as to/ make, the sugar dis: |
%WMWTM wsivoncthesdidé, of hisbald’,
head where there was a large birthmark staad oot con- ﬂj
m@ﬂ@ﬁ%@iﬂ%ﬁoﬁgﬁ%&’&hm@%ﬂ%nmg
a 5||very bristle’showed on hls chm Whllefshe pdtad
examined with bleas’i}e the luminous yellow, gre'é red
i s 1 vy s ol o e ot

labels: apricot; grape, béech plum, quince: He had got
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